Anglican Diocese of Wangaratta
Parochial District of Wangaratta West & The Warbys
THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST {OS 25}

24th September, 2023—Eucharist 9.30am & 11.00am
Holy Eucharist, Second Order, APBA p. 119ff.

Hymn: AHB 11/TiS 83. tune, Monkland

1. Let us with a gladsome mind
praise the Lord, for he is kind:
for his mercies shall endure, ever faithful, ever sure.

2. Let us blaze his name abroad,
for of gods he is the God:
for his mercies shall endure, ever faithful, ever sure.

3. He, with all-commanding might,
filled the new-made world with light:
for his mercies shall endure, ever faithful, ever sure.

4.  All things living he doth feed,
his full hand supplies their need:
for his mercies shall endure, ever faithful, ever sure.

5. He his chosen race did bless
in the wasteful wilderness:
for his mercies shall endure, ever faithful, ever sure.

6. Let us then with gladsome mind
praise the Lord, for he is kind:
for his mercies shall endure, ever faithful, ever sure.
John Milton 160874 alt.
The Welcome & Greeting

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and with your spirit.

Sentence
By grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God. Ephesians 2.8-9
Let us pray

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.




Confession and Absolution

If you, O Lord, should note what we do wrong, Lord, who could stand?
But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered.

As sisters and brothers in God’s family,
Let us then confess our sins and ask our Father for forgiveness.

Father,

we have sinned against heaven and against you.

We are not worthy to be called your children.

We turn to you again.

Have mercy on us,

bring us back to yourself

as those who once were dead

but now have life through Christ our Lord. Amen.

cf Luke 15

May the God of love bring you back to himself,
forgive you your sins, and assure you of his eternal love
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria (see Screen or Booklet)

The Collect
Let us pray (a brief silence for reflection on the theme of the day)

Loving and righteous God,

your boundless generosity exceeds

all that we can desire or deserve,

and you give to the last worker all you promised to the first:
liberate us from all jealousy and greed,

that we may be free to love and serve others,

and in your service may find our true reward;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
A Reading from the Book Exodus [16. 2-15]

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and
Aaron in the wilderness. The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had died
by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the
fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.’

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘| am going to rain bread from heaven for
you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that
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day. In that way | will test them, whether they will follow my instruction
or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be
twice as much as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said
to all the Israelites, ‘In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall
see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining
against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?’ And
Moses said, ‘When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and
your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the
complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining
is not against us but against the Lord.’

Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole congregation of the
Israelites, “Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.”’
And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they
looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in
the cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said, ‘| have heard the
complaining of the Israelites; say to them, “At twilight you shall eat meat,
and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know
that | am the Lord your God.”’

In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the
morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of
dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky
substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it,
they said to one another, ‘What is it?’ For they did not know what it was.
Moses said to them, ‘It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.

Hear the word of the Lord,
thanks be to God.

Psalm is said: Lectern side (Left), Pulpit side (right) or All together
Psalm 105. 1-6, 37-45

O give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name:

tell among the peoples what things he has done.
Sing to him, O sing praises:

and be telling of all his marvellous works.

Exult in his holy name:
and let those that seek the Lord be joyful in heart.

Seek the Lord and his strength:
O seek his face continually.

Call to mind what wonders he has done:
his marvellous acts, and the judgements of his mouth,




O seed of Abraham his servant:
O children of Jacob his chosen one.

He brought Israel out with silver and with gold:
and not one among their tribes was seen to stumble.

Egypt was glad at their going:
for dread of Israel had fallen upon them.

He spread out a cloud for a covering:
and fire to lighten the night.

The people asked, and he brought them quails:
and satisfied them with the bread from heaven.

He opened a rock, so that the waters gushed:
and ran in the parched land like a river.

For he had remembered his holy word:
that he gave to Abraham his servant.

So he led out his people with rejoicing:
his chosen ones with shouts of joy;

He gave them the land of the nations:
and they took possession of the fruit
for which other peoples had toiled,

So that they might keep his statutes:
and faithfully obey his laws. O praise the Lord.

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians [1]

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi,

with the bishops and deacons:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

| thank my God every time | remember you, constantly praying with joy
in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the
gospel from the first day until now. | am confident of this, that the one
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the
day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you,
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace
with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation
of the gospel. For God is my witness, how | long for all of you with the
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to
determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ you may be pure
and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that
comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.
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| want you to know, beloved, that what has happened to me has actually
helped to spread the gospel, so that it has become known throughout
the whole imperial guard and to everyone else that my imprisonment is
for Christ; and most of the brothers and sisters, having been made
confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, dare to speak the word with
greater boldness and without fear.

Some proclaim Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from goodwill.
These proclaim Christ out of love, knowing that | have been put here for
the defence of the gospel; the others proclaim Christ out of selfish
ambition, not sincerely but intending to increase my suffering in my
imprisonment. What does it matter? Just this, that Christ is proclaimed
in every way, whether out of false motives or true; and in that | rejoice.

Yes, and | will continue to rejoice, for | know that through your prayers
and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will result in my
deliverance. It is my eager expectation and hope that | will not be put to
shame in any way, but that by my speaking with all boldness, Christ will
be exalted now as always in my body, whether by life or by death. For to
me, living is Christ and dying is gain.

If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labour for me; and | do not
know which | prefer. | am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh
is more necessary for you. Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will
remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so
that | may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when |
come to you again.

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether | come and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will
know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with
one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by
your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of
your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted
you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him
as well— since you are having the same struggle that you saw | had and
now hear that I still have.

Hear the word of the Lord,
thanks be to God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Open our hearts, O Lord,
to listen to the words of your Son.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.



The Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew [20. 1-16]
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

[Jesus said to his disciples:]

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the
labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When
he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the
market-place; and he said to them,

“You also go into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right.” So
they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock,
he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others
standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle
all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to
them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner
of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them
their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When
those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual
daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive
more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when
they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These
last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who
have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he
replied to one of them, “Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not
agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and
go; | choose to give to this last the same as | give to you. Am | not
allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because | am generous?” So the last will be first, and the first
will be last.’

For the Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon
A short time of quiet follows the Sermon

Creed (see Screen or booklet)
Let us together affirm the faith of the Church.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the world and for the Church.

Father, hear our prayer
through Jesus Christ our Lord.



We remember this week:

Rest eternal grant to them O Lord.
And may Light Perpetual shine upon them.

The priest says

Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who taught us to pray,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, ..........
Amen.

Please stand

THE GREETING OF PEACE

Offertory Hymn: TiS 469. tune,

1.

This is the truth we hold,

source of the joy we share,

hope that can make us bold

trusting the name we bear:

that ‘Christ has died’ and ‘Christ is risen,
in Christ shall all be made alive’.

This is the song of praise

echoing down the years,

true for the present days,

through all our doubts and fears:

that ‘Christ has died’ and ‘Christ is risen,
in Christ shall all be made alive’.

Christ is the living bread,

Christ is the word to speak,

Christ is the way to tread,

Christ is the goal to seek;

for ‘Christ has died’ and ‘Christ is risen,
in Christ shall all be made alive’.

One in the faith we share,

out in his name we go;

Jesus awaits us there,

longing that all should know

that ‘Christ has died’ and ‘Christ is risen,
in Christ shall all be made alive’.

Basil Ernest Bridge 1927—-
Words from New Songs of Praise by permission Oxford University Press



Offertory prayer:

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,

the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you,
and of your own do we give you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE COMMUNION
Communion Reflection

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Prayer
Notices
Hymn: TiS 596. tune, Richmond

1. Fill my whole life, O Lord my God,
in every part with praise,
that my whole being may proclaim
your being and your ways.

2. Not for the lip of praise alone
nor ev’n the praising heart
| ask, but for a life made up
of praise in every part:

3.  praise in the common things of life,
its goings out and in;
praise in each duty and each deed,
however small and mean.

4, Fill every part of me with praise:
let all my being speak
of you and of your love, O Lord,
poor though | be and weak.

5. Soshall you, Lord, receive from me
the praise and glory due;
and so shall | begin on earth
the song for ever new.

6. So shall no part of day and night
from sacredness be free;
but with you, Lord, in every step
my fellowship will be.
Horatius Bonar 1808-89 alt.

The Blessing and The Dismissal



