
Hymn: AHB 131/TiS 203. tune, St Elisabeth.  

1. Fairest Lord Jesus,  
Lord of all creation,  
Son of God, and Mary’s son:  
you will I cherish,  
you will I honour,  
you are my soul’s delight and crown.  

2. Fair are the meadows,  
fairer still the woodlands  
robed in the greenness and bloom of spring:  
Jesus is fairer,  
Jesus is purer,  
he makes the saddest heart to sing.  

3. Fair are the flowers,  
fairer still the children  
in all the freshness of youth arrayed;  
yet is their beauty  
fading and fleeting;  
Lord Jesus, yours will never fade.  

4. Fair is the moonlight,  
fairer still the sunshine,  
fair is the shimmering starry sky:  
Jesus shines brighter,  
Jesus shines clearer  
than all the heavenly host on high.  

5. Jesus, all beauty,  
heavenly and earthly,  
in you is wondrously found to be;  
none can be nearer,  
fairer or dearer  
than you, my Saviour, are to me.   
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Sentence 

Give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,  
and to God the things that are God’s.  

Matthew 22. 21  

Welcome & Greeting  

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.  

The Acclamation  

We praise you, living God: 
you give strength to the earth that sustains us, 
 you open your hand to feed all living things. 

We praise you, Lord Jesus Christ: 
you teach us with stories of seeds and weeds and harvest time, 
 you call us to accept your word and bear much fruit. 

We praise you, Holy Spirit, fire of love: 
you are the breath of life in every creature, 
 you refresh our thirsty souls with grace. 

Blessed be God, Source of Wisdom, living Word, abiding Spirit, 
 Blessed be God for ever. 

Let us pray  

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Gloria  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
 receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High  
 Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.  
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The Collect  

Let us pray  (a brief silence for reflection on the theme of the day)  

O God, 
whose beauty is beyond our imagining 
and whose power we cannot comprehend: 
show us your glory, 
as far as we can grasp it, 
and shield us from knowing more than we can bear, 
until we may look upon you without fear, 
through Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD  

A Reading from the Book Exodus [33. 12-23]  

Moses said to the Lord, ‘See, you have said to me, “Bring up this 
people”; but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet 
you have said, “I know you by name, and you have also found favour in 
my sight.” Now if I have found favour in your sight, show me your ways, 
so that I may know you and find favour in your sight. Consider too that 
this nation is your people.’ He said, ‘My presence will go with you, and I 
will give you rest.’ And he said to him, ‘If your presence will not go, do 
not carry us up from here. For how shall it be known that I have found 
favour in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this 
way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people on the 
face of the earth.’ 

The Lord said to Moses, ‘I will do the very thing that you have asked; for 
you have found favour in my sight, and I know you by name.’ Moses 
said, ‘Show me your glory, I pray.’ And he said, ‘I will make all my 
goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, “The 
Lord”; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show 
mercy on whom I will show mercy. But’, he said, ‘you cannot see my 
face; for no one shall see me and live.’ And the Lord continued, ‘See, 
there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock; and while my 
glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you 
with my hand until I have passed by; then I will take away my hand, and 
you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.’  

Hear the word of the Lord,  
thanks be to God.  
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Psalm is said: Lectern side (Left), Pulpit side (right) or All together  

Psalm 99  

The Lord is king, let the nations tremble: 
 he is enthroned upon the cherubim;  
 let the earth quake. 

The Lord is great in Zion: 
 he is high above all nations. 

Let them praise your great and terrible name: 
 for holy is the Lord. 

The Mighty One is king and loves justice: 
 you have established equity,  
 you have dealt righteousness and justice in Jacob. 

O exalt the Lord our God: 
and bow down before his footstool,  
for he is holy. 

Moses and Aaron among his priests,  
and Samuel among those who call upon his name: 
 they called to the Lord and he answered. 

He spoke to them from the pillar of cloud: 
 they kept to his teachings and the law that he gave them. 

You answered them, O Lord our God: 
 you were a forgiving God to them,  
 and pardoned their wrongdoing. 

O exalt the Lord our God: 
and bow down towards his holy hill,   
for the Lord our God is holy. 

  

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians [1. 1-10]  

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.  

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our 
prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father your work 
of faith and labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has 
chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in 
word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction; just as you know what kind of people we proved to be 
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among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the 
Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired 
by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth 
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place where 
your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak 
about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of 
welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to 
serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is 
coming.   

Hear the word of the Lord,  
thanks be to God.  

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.  

Your words, O Lord, are spirit and life. 
Open our hearts to your word.  

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.  

  

The Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew [22. 15-33]  
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ  

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said.  
So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, 
‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in 
accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not 
regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to 
pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 
‘Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin 
used for the tax.’ And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to 
them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’ They answered, ‘The 
emperor’s.’ Then he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor the 
things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’  

When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
away. 

The same day some Sadducees came to him, saying there is no 
resurrection; and they asked him a question, saying, ‘Teacher, Moses 
said, “If a man dies childless, his brother shall marry the widow, and 
raise up children for his brother.” Now there were seven brothers 
among us; the first married, and died childless, leaving the widow to his 
brother. The second did the same, so also the third, down to the 
seventh. Last of all, the woman herself died. In the resurrection, then, 
whose wife of the seven will she be? For all of them had married her.’ 
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Jesus answered them, ‘You are wrong, because you know neither the 
scriptures nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. And as 
for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you 
by God, “I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob”? He is God not of the dead, but of the living.’ And when the 
crowd heard it, they were astounded at his teaching.  

For the Gospel of the Lord,  
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.  

Sermon  

A short time of quiet follows the Sermon 

 

Creed   

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church.  

We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
 and became truly human.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us pray for the world and for the Church.  

God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  

We remember this week:  

Rest eternal grant to them O Lord.  
And may Light Perpetual shine upon them.  

The priest says 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.  
 Grant that what we have asked in faith 
 we may by your grace receive,  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy, welcoming sinners and 
inviting them to the Lord’s table. 

Silence may be kept. 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God’s 
forgiveness. 

Merciful God, our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
 and in what we have failed to do: 
we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us. 
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Absolution  

Almighty God,  
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:  
pardon you and set you free from all your sins,  
strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

THE GREETING OF PEACE  

We are the body of Christ. 
 His Spirit is with us. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 And also with you. 
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Offertory Hymn: AHB 203/TiS 275. tune, Crϋger  

1. Hail to the Lord’s anointed,  
great David’s greater Son;  
hail, in the time appointed,  
his reign on earth begun!  
He comes to break oppression,  
to let the captive free,  
and take away transgression,  
and rule in equity.  

2. He comes with help and mercy  
to those who suffer wrong,  
to raise the poor and needy,  
and bid the weak be strong,  
to give them songs for sighing,  
their darkness turn to light,  
whose souls condemned and dying  
were precious in his sight.  

3. He shall come down like showers  
upon the fruitful earth,  
and love, joy, hope, like flowers,  
spring in his path to birth;  
before him on the mountains  
shall peace the herald go,  
and righteousness in fountains  
from hill to valley flow.  

4. Kings shall fall down before him,  
and gold and incense bring;  
all nations shall adore him,  
his praise all people sing;  
to him shall prayer unceasing  
and daily vows ascend;  
his kingdom still increasing,  
a kingdom without end.  

5. O’er every foe victorious,  
he on his throne shall rest,  
from age to age more glorious,  
all blessing and all-blest.  
The tide of time shall never  
his covenant remove;  
his name shall stand for ever,  
that name to us is love.   

James Montgomery 1771–1854 alt. 
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Offertory prayer:  

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Accept and use our offerings for your glory  
and for the service of your kingdom.  
 Blessed be God for ever. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

O God, eternal Wisdom, all you have made is beautiful and good.  
We thank you for darkness and light,  
for this earth and for our bodies, for growth and change  
and all that lies beyond our knowledge and imagination. 

In every generation you befriend your people.  
You gave us your holy Law, sent the prophets,  
and called us back to the truth whenever we turned away. 

You were vindicated in your servant Jesus  
who came with forgiveness, feasting, and stories of your grace.  
Though we rejected him,  
death on a cross could not quench the fire of his love. 
You raised him up for us, the firstborn from the dead, 
to build a new community of hope 
where all are honoured as Christ’s equal friends. 

And so we praise you with Mary, mother of the living Word,  
and with all your faithful friends,  
as we join the angels’ song:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  

♩ ♩ ♩  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

God of the feast, your household is hungry  
for the bread of heaven and the cup of life.  
Send your Spirit on us and on our celebration,  
so that we may eat at this table and be satisfied  
with the sacrament of Christ’s body and blood.   
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On the night before he died,  
Jesus shared a meal with the people he loved.  
He took the bread, gave you thanks,  
broke it to share with them, and said:  

“Take and eat this: it is my body.” ✠  

Then he took a cup of wine.  
Again he thanked you and told them:  
“Drink this, all of you:  
it is my blood, shed for you and for many so that sins may be forgiven.  
Whenever you do this, do it in memory of me.”   

So we delight to remember Jesus: the faithfulness of his life,  
the victory of his cross, the glory of his resurrection,  
the joy of the Holy Spirit poured out for the Church. 

We proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 

O God, holy Wisdom, merciful and generous, 
accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.  
Make us good stewards of creation,  
with justice in our hearts, courage in our actions  
and power in our speech to bear witness to the truth.  
Protect us with your glory,  
unite your church in loyalty and love,  
and bring us home with all your saints to feast with you for ever. 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,  
and in the Spirit’s grace,  
with heart and soul and mind and strength  
we love and worship you alone, O God,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray, 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
now and forever.  Amen.  
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE COMMUNION  

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Let us pray. 

Most merciful Lord, your love compels us to come in. 
Our hands were unclean, our hearts were unprepared; 
we were not fit even to eat the crumbs from under your table. 
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 
and share your bread with sinners. 
So cleanse and feed us 
with the precious body and blood of your Son, 
that he may live in us and we in him; 
and that we, with the whole company of Christ, 
may sit and eat in your kingdom.  Amen.  

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
 Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
 but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 

Communion Reflection—AHB 600 

Jesus' soul, make holy souls by sin made lowly;  
Jesus' body, feed us and to heaven lead us. 

Lifeblood for us flowing, set our hearts aglowing;  
cleanse us, water streaming for the world's redeeming. 

Bitter passion, cheer us: O good Jesus, hear us; 
in your wounds receive us; Jesus, never leave us. 

From our foe defend us; in death's hour befriend us;  
bid us then possess you, evermore to bless you. 

Attrib. Pope John XXII 1249-1334  
paraphrased by James Quinn 1919 — 

 

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE  

God our Father, whose Son, the light unfailing, 
has come from heaven to deliver the world  
from the darkness of ignorance: 
let these holy mysteries open the eyes of our understanding 
that we may know the way of life, and walk in it without stumbling; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Father,  
we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.  

 

Notices  

 

Hymn: AHB 569/TiS 627. tune, Bunessan   

1. Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer,  
for all things living you have made good;  
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard,  
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood.  

2. Lord, bless the labour we bring to serve you,  
that with our neighbour we may be fed.  
Sowing or tilling, we would work with you;  
harvesting, milling, for daily bread.  

3. Father, providing food for your children,  
your wisdom guiding teaches us share  
one with another, so that, rejoicing,  
sister and brother may know your care.  

4. Then will your blessing reach every people;  
each one confessing your gracious hand;  
where you are reigning no one will hunger,  
your love sustaining fruitful the land.   

Albert Frederick Bayly1901–84 alt.  

The Blessing  

The peace of God which passes all understanding  
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,  
and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.  

The Dismissal  

Go in the peace of Christ.   
 Thanks be to God.  


