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GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME  

Processional Hymn—TiS 642. tune, Bunessan  

1. This day God gives me strength of high heaven,  
sun and moon shining, flame in my hearth,  
flashing of lightning, wind in its swiftness,  
deeps of the ocean, firmness of earth.  

2. This day God sends me strength to sustain me,  
might to uphold me, wisdom as guide.  
Your eyes are watchful, your ears are listening,  
your lips are speaking, friend at my side.  

3. God’s way is my way, God’s shield is round me,  
God’s host defends me, saving from ill.  
Angels of heaven, drive from me always  
all that would harm me, stand by me still.  

4. Rising, I thank you, mighty and strong One,  
king of creation, giver of rest,  
firmly confessing threeness of persons,  
oneness of Godhead, trinity blest.  

James Quinn 1919– alt.  
adapted from ‘St Patrick’s Breastplate’  

Words by permission Cassell plc, London 

The Acclamation  

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 

Welcome & Greeting  

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.  

Sentence 

God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore encourage one another 
and build up each other.  

1 Thessalonians 5.9, 11 
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Prayer of Preparation  

Come and worship the holy and glorious Trinity,  
as we pray together: 

God of the feast, 
your Wisdom calls us, 
your Word teaches us 
and your love feeds us here. 
Give us grace to welcome one another 
as you have welcomed us in Christ Jesus, 
in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first commandment is this:  
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and 
with all your strength.’ 
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
There is no other commandment greater than these. 
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Introduction to The Confession and Absolution  

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us 
from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life. 

Time for reflection and preparation  

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep 
God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all. 

Lord God,  
we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore us to the joy of your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Almighty God,  
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:  
pardon you and set you free from all your sins,  
strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise (Gloria in excelsis). tune, The Ashgrove  

1. To God be the glory, all glory in the highest  
and peace to his people who dwell here below,  
Our heav'nly Father, our Lord, and our sov'reign,  
to you, the Almighty, our praises bestow.  
We worship and adore you, we bow here before you  
with grateful thanksgiving, our song let us raise.  
All glory and honour and glad adoration  
to God in the highest, hosanna and praise.  

2. Lord Jesus, the only begotten of the Father  
we praise and we bless you, the Son and the Lamb.  
The sin of the world you have taken upon you,  
have mercy upon us, the Great I AM.  
For holy, you meet us, yet lowly you greet us,  
the Lord in the highest, the Holy One.  
All glory to the Father, the Son and the Spirit,  
From ages everlasting, the Three in One.   

The English Folk Song Mass—Malcolm Archer 

The Collect  

Let us pray (silence for reflection on the theme of the day)   

Everliving God, before the earth was formed, 
and even after it shall cease to be, you are God. 
Break into our short span of life 
and show us those things that are eternal, 
that we may serve your purpose in all we do; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in unity with the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  

Please be seated  

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD  

A Reading from the Prophecy of Zephaniah [1. 7, 12-18]  

Be silent before the Lord God! 
   For the day of the Lord is at hand; 
the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests.  
At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps,  
   and I will punish the people who rest complacently on their dregs, 
   those who say in their hearts, 
‘The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.’  
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Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. 
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.  

The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; 
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there.  
That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, 
a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, 
a day of clouds and thick darkness,  
   a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities 
   and against the lofty battlements.  

I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; 
   because they have sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be poured 
out like dust, and their flesh like dung.  
Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of 
the Lord’s wrath; 
in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; 
for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.  

Hear the word of the Lord.  
THANKS BE TO GOD  

 

Psalm is said: Left side, Right side  -  All together  

Psalm 90. 1-6, 10-12  

Lord, you have been our refuge: 
 from one generation to another. 

Before the mountains were born  
or the earth and the world were brought to be: 
 from eternity to eternity you are God. 

You turn us back into dust: 
 saying ‘Return to dust, O children of Adam.’ 

For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday passing: 
 or like one watch of the night. 

You cut them short like a dream: 
 like the fresh grass of the morning; 

In the morning it is green and flourishes: 
 at evening it is withered and dried up. 

The days of our life are three score years and ten,  
or if we have strength, four score: 
 the pride of our labours is but toil and sorrow,  
 for it passes quickly away and we are gone. 
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Who can know the power of your wrath: 
 who can know your indignation like those that fear you? 

Teach us so to number our days: 
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

 

A Reading from The First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians [5. 1-11]  

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do 
not need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very 
well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they 
say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden destruction will come 
upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will 
be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to 
surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the 
day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then, let us not fall asleep 
as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep 
sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we 
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not 
for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you 
are doing.   

Hear the word of the Lord,  
thanks be to God.  

 

Gradual Hymn: AHB 520/TiS 599. Tune, Savannah. 

1. Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee.  
Take my moments and my days,  
let them flow in ceaseless praise.  

2. Take my hands, and let them move  
at the impulse of thy love.  
Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for thee.  

3. Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King.  
Take my lips, and let them be  
filled with messages from thee.  

4. Take my silver and my gold,  
nothing, Lord, would I withhold.  
Take my intellect, and use  
every power as thou shalt choose.  
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5. Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine.  
Take my heart, it is thine own;  
it shall be thy royal throne.  

6. Take my love: my Lord, I pour  
at thy feet its treasure-store.  
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee.  

Frances Ridley Havergal 1836–79 alt. 

 

The Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew [25. 14-30]  
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.  

‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another 
two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 
The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded 
with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had 
the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the 
one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s 
money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled 
accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to 
me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” His master said to 
him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy 
in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 
your master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 
“Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 
talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 
you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one who had 
received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that 
you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, 
“You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not 
sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested 
my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what 
was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the 
one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and 
they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what 
they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into 
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”   

For the Gospel of the Lord,  
praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.  

The Sermon  
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A time of silence, for reflection, follows the sermon.  

 

The Creed  

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ has promised that you will 
hear us when we ask in faith: receive the prayers we offer.  

 

 

 

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord. 
And may light perpetual shine upon them.  
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Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen.  

Please stand  

THE GREETING OF PEACE 

We are the body of Christ. 
 His Spirit is with us.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 And also with you. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

 

Offertory Hymn—AHB 595/TiS 527. tune, All For Jesus, AHB 327  

1. See us, Lord, about your altar;  
though so many, we are one:  
many souls by love united  
in the heart of Christ your Son.  

2. Hear our prayers, O loving Father,  
hear in them your Son, our Lord;  
hear him speak our love and worship  
as we sing with one accord.  

3. Wheat and grape are rich with meaning:  
food and drink he is to all;  
one in him, we kneel adoring,  
gathered by his loving call.  

4. Hear us yet: so much is needful  
in our frail, disordered life;  
stay with us and tend our weakness  
till that day of no more strife.  

5. Members of his mystic body,  
now we know our prayer is heard,  
heard by you, because your children  
have received the eternal word.   

John Greally1934– alt.  
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Offertory prayer:  

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; 
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
 All things come from you, 
 and of your own do we give you.  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

All thanks and praise, glory and honour,  
be yours at all times, in every place, 
holy and loving Father, true and living God. 
We praise you that through your eternal Word 
you brought the universe into being and made us in your own image. 
You have given us this earth to care for and delight in, 
and with its bounty you preserve our life. 
We thank you that you bound yourself to the human race  
with the promises of a gracious covenant  
and called us to serve you in love and peace. 
Above all, we give you thanks for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ: 
born as one of us, he lived our common life 
and offered his life to you in perfect obedience and trust. 
By his death he delivered us from sin, brought us new life, 
and reconciled us to you and to one another. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, with apostles, and prophets,  
with holy men and women of every age,  
we proclaim your great and glorious name:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  

♩ ♩ ♩  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation,  
this bread and wine,  
and we pray that we who eat and drink them  
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in obedience to our Saviour Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
may be partakers of his body and blood, and be made one with him  

and with each other in peace and love. ✠  

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;  
and when he had given you thanks he broke it,  
and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me.’   

After supper, he took the cup,  
and again giving thanks he gave it to his disciples, saying,  
‘Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant  
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’   

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

♩ ♩ ♩  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 
proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross, 
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming again, 
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, 
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 

As we eat and drink this holy sacrament,  
renew us by your Spirit that we may be  
united in the body of your Son and serve you  
as a royal priesthood in the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

Receive our praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with whom and in whom, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we worship you in songs of never-ending praise: 

♩ ♩ ♩  
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
are yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  
AND THE COMMUNION  

As this broken bread was once many grains, 
which have been gathered together and made one bread:  
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All sing  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
grant us peace.  

The Invitation to Communion is given 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 Jesus Christ is holy, 
 Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father.  

 

Communion Reflection, AHB 435/TiS 514. tune Belmont.  

Be known to us in breaking bread,  
but do not then depart,  
Saviour, abide with us, and spread  
your table in our heart.  

There sup with us in love divine;  
your body and your blood,  
that living bread, that heavenly wine,  
be our immortal food.  

James Montgomery 1771–1854 alt.  

 

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE  

Gracious Lord, 
in this holy sacrament you give substance to our hope: 
bring us at the last to that fullness of life for which we long; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen.  

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us  
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen.  

 

Notices  



Text from A Prayer Book for Australia (Sydney: Broughton Books, 1995) © 1995, The Anglican Church of Australia 
Trusts Corporation. Holy Communion Second Order.  

The Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicised Edition, © copyright, 1989, 
by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America,  

Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
Hymns from Together in Song. CCLI 637628. 

After Communion Hymn—TiS 675. tune, Shine, Jesus, Shine. 

1. Lord, the light of your love is shining  
In the midst of the darkness shining.  
Jesus, Light of the World shine upon us;  
Set us free by the truth you now bring us;  
Shine on me; shine on me:  

Chorus Shine Jesus shine;  
  fill this land with the Father's glory.  
  Blaze Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.  
  Flow, river, flow;  
  flood the nations with grace and mercy;  
  Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light.  

2. Lord, I come to your awesome presence  
From the shadows into your radiance  
By the blood may I enter your brightness.  
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness  
Shine on me, shine on me.     Chorus  

3. As we gaze on your kingly brightness  
So our faces display your likeness,  
Ever changing from glory to glory,  
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story.  
Shine on me, shine on me.     Chorus  

Graham Kendrick © 1987 Make Way Music 

The Blessing  

The peace of God which passes all understanding  
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,  
and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.  

Dismissal  

Go in the peace of Christ.  
 Thanks be to God.   


